Description and Justification Summary for Philosophical Exemption to Immunizations

This Act would allow parents to decline required immunizations for their children based on reasons of philosophy and still have their children attend school. This exemption would join waivers that permit religious and/or medical objections.
· A philosophical exemption does not affect the vaccination rate in any state that has such an exemption. A Center for Disease Control report shows no correlation exists between the availability of a philosophical exemption (an easy ‘opt-out’) and a higher than average non-vaccination rate. The existence of a philosophical exemption cannot increase disease, based on the premise vaccination decreases disease.

· Wildly inconsistent and arbitrary interpretations of the current laws create ‘religious judgments’ by government officials. These violate First Amendment freedoms, a cornerstone of American values. Legal challenges translate to costly problems for schools, parents, the NYS Department of Health, our courts and NYS Department of Education.

· Vaccine injury is fact. Yet medical waivers are subjected to as much scrutiny and inconsistent interpretation as religious waivers. Doctor’s orders to forgo vaccines for medical reasons are often overridden. 

· Religious waivers create an ‘all or nothing’ choice scenario.  This could encourage parents to forgo immunizations altogether, rather than selectively vaccinate. This works against the vaccine program; parents will more often choose to refuse 100% than risk harm to their children.

· Vaccine mandates would be easier for the public to accept if parents are offered a philosophical exemption. The vaccine program could reach more people if parents were offered choice. There would be little resistance to vaccine mandates if parents had choice. 

· The law discriminates against atheists or those whose beliefs cannot support a personal religious belief. The current law presupposes that only a belief system that is based on a belief in God is worthy of free choice. Inherent in the law that allows the belief in any God is the freedom to believe in no God whatsoever. If our society truly supports the idea of religious freedom, we need to offer choice to those who exercise the right to not believe in God.

· The Philosophical Exemption offers government a rare opportunity to increase personal freedoms, thereby rolling back long lamented restrictions on personal freedoms.

